
J.H.TARAPORE SCHOOL 

Worksheet No. 1 

Std.X       HISTORY & CIVICS 

The following questions are based on the causes for the Revolt of 1857. Please take the help of your 

text book while answering the questions. Write in points but complete sentences (the first one has 

been done for you). Some sections have not covered all the causes, in which case the text book will 

be a good guide. We suggest you read the causes first, try to understand them and then solve the 

worksheet. 

1) What was the Doctrine of Lapse? 

Ans : The Doctrine of Lapse meant that 

When the ruler of a dependent state died without a natural male heir, the state passed to the 

East India Company. 

Heirs adopted without the consent of the Company could only inherit the private property and 

not the state territory. 

2) Name any two states affected by the Doctrine of Lapse. 

3) Who were the Sepoys? 

4) Mention the acts of Lord Dalhousie and Lord Canning that showed discourtesy to the 

Mughal Emperor. 

5) Who was Nana Saheb? What was his grievance against the British? How did he try to get 

back at the British? 

6) Why was Awadh annexed by the British? 

7) Why was the British administration very unpopular? 

8) Mention any two acts or laws that interfered with the religion and customs of the Indians. 

9) Mention two social evils that existed in India during the 19th century which the British 

successfully eradicated. 

10) Why did the Indians fear the introduction of English Education? 

11) Mention three ways by which the British ruined the trade and handicrafts of the Indians? 

What were its consequences? 

12) How was India converted into an agricultural colony of the British? 

13) Explain the loss of livelihood with reference to the economic causes of the revolt. (mention 

about a)artisans and craftsmen; b)pandits and maulvis; c)native troops) 

14) Mention any three grievances of the Indian soldiers which could have been a cause for the 

great uprising of 1857. 

15) Explain the General Service Enlistment Act. 

16) What was the immediate cause of the Revolt? 

 

 

During this break, it would be good if you make use of this time and watch three movies  

a) The Thugs of Hindustan: try to analyse the role of Aamir Khan. He was very loyal to the 

British (because they were paying him, and it was explained to you in class that there 



were Indians who were loyal to the British as they were their masters. Also, it’s a clear 

example of the fact that ‘there was no scheme of a national state’. 

b) Manikarnika: notice how the Brirish treated the Indians…. ’they had great contempt for 

them’. Also, ‘they had to stand in a respectable position till the Englishman passed 

them’. An elaborate account of Rani Lakshmibai is shown in the movie. 

c) Mangal Pandey: story of an Indian soldier who was responsible to instigate the revolt of 

1857.  

 


